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Where is the Storage?
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1 TRILLION Watts of Generation in USA (approx.)

Costs of New Generation, Installed1

ü Gas Turbine $0.70 to $1.00/Watt

ü New Coal Plant $2.00 to $4.00/Watt

ü New Combined Cycle Coal Plant $3.00 to $5.00/Watt

ü New Clean Coal $4.00 to ??????/Watt 

ü Nuclear $4.00 to $8.00/Watt

ü Wind (~ ?20% Peak Reduction) $1.50 to $2.50/Watt

ü PV  (30% Cap Factor ~ 15% Peak Red2)   $6.50 to $7.50/ Watt

ü STORAGE (Thermal) $0.50 to $1.00/Watt

2NREL Report

1FERC
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ÅThermal Storage outperforms all other 

type in every category except possibly 

space.

ÅIf Stored Energy is going to be used to 

meet a cooling load, it is dramatically less 

expensive to store the cooling than the 

electron to make it.
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